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Urban Culture
Singers stand up and make a difference
By Liesa Evans

Stomping their feet and clapping to the beat, the Youth Singers of Calgary gave the performance of their
life at the Jubilee Auditorium on Sunday, May 11.

Their spring 2008 show Stand Up, Make a
Difference, Make a Change, showcased the talent of
singers covering a wide range of musical styles. In
addition, the Mother’s Day performance displayed
a sophisticated styling of costumes representing
everything from chimney sweeps to cute little pirates.
But the night was about more than just the show.
After a two hour performance, the singers made an
on-stage donation of $3,500 to the Stephen Lewis
Foundation, a Canadian born charity dedicated to
offering relief to the AIDS epidemic in Africa.
The entertainers raised the funds by collecting loose
change from their own piggy banks.
“It’s been really successful for the students. They really
got behind the idea and the music,” said Suzanne
Eckstadt, production manager for the group.
The Youth Singers of Calgary are a performing arts
group that has been heating up stages across the city
for 23 years.

Above: Youth Singers of Calgary Spring 2008 Performance
The “JUNIOR HI” dance ensemble perform Freeze Frame at a
pre-show dress rehearsal on the Jubilee Auditorium stage on
Mother’s Day 2008. Photos by Liesa Evans
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Left: The Youth Singers of Calgary perform Watoto at a
pre-show dress rehearsal on the Jubilee Auditorium stage on
Mother’s Day 2008.
Above: The “KIDS & MUSIC KIDZ” and “KIDZXPRESS”
dance ensembles perform Everything’s Coming Up Roses.
Photos by Liesa Evans

The dynamic troupe, which rehearses in Beltline Communities’ Victoria Hall, was founded in 1985 by
Shirley Penner, the current artistic director and CEO. The organization started with just 25 participants
that first year. Since then, it has grown to its current compliment of over 500 performers, between the ages
of three and 70 years.
Now in her eighth year, Eckstadt says the purpose of the organization is two-fold. In addition to music
education, participants develop other skills they can use, like team building, confidence, and leadership.
Being a non-profit organization, the mandate of the Youth Singers does not normally include fundraising.
However, Eckstadt said the children realize there are less fortunate people in the world, and feel they can
do something to make a difference. Thus their spring theme was born.
“We wanted to raise awareness more than anything and empower the kids,” she said.
The spirit of empowerment was certainly present in the group’s Swahili traditional inspired performance
Watoto.
Performed at the end of the first act, the audience favourite was one of the highlights of the evening.
With the children literally filling the stage, their white choir robes and brilliantly coloured sashes danced
as they swayed from side to side.
Combining layers of hand clapping and foot stomping action to pace the rhythm of the chorus, the singers
wowed the audience with the quality and high energy of the song and dance.
Some children, caught up in the spirit of the moment, even leapt up into the air as they shouted out
song lyrics.
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For audience member Kimberley Dominguez, the
Watoto piece was her favourite part of the evening.
The parent, whose daughter has been involved with
Youth Singers for two years, cited the unity of the
group as a benefit.
“There’s a sense of community and a sense of
belonging which is hard to get in a city as large as
Calgary,” said Dominguez.
As a mother, Eckstadt has also experienced first hand
the benefits the organization offers her own children.
With two daughters involved in the Youth Singers for
the past 13 years, she has seen the positive impact it
has on their self-esteem.
“It’s working on the whole person and skills that they
will take with them no matter what they do in life,”
said Eckstadt.
Those interested in joining Youth Singers can
obtain registration information on their website at
youthsingers.org.

The “ACT 3” dance ensemble perform Step In Time.
Photo by Liesa Evans.

Drive, Park & Walk
Parking stalls are $125 monthly.
Save some money and get some exercise.
Walk to work from the Beltline.
Located at 1302 6 street se, near Stampede Park.
Call Cindy for more information: 670-5499 ext. 7.

